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MMMEEEDDDIIICCCIIINNNEEE   and   
MMMEEETTTAAAPPPHHHYYYSSSIIICCCSSS   

 
November 13 - 14, 2004 

 
to be held at: 

Center for Inquiry 
3965 Rensch Road 
Amherst, New York 

 
This conference brings together some of the most prominent figures 
in the philosophy of medicine to address questions pertaining to: the 
beginning and the end of human life (when and how does the human 
organism begin and cease to exist?); the nature of classification in 
medicine (are diseases natural kinds?); and definitions of health and 
sickness (is health a statistical matter? is ill-health a matter of 
malfunction, and if so what do we mean by ‘function’?) 

 
Speakers will include: 

 

Olivier Bodenreider (National Library of Medicine) 
WWWhhhaaattt   dddooo   BBBiiiooommmeeedddiiicccaaalll   VVVooocccaaabbbuuulllaaarrriiieeesss   TTTeeellllll   UUUsss   AAAbbbooouuuttt   BBBiiiooommmeeedddiiiccciiinnneee???   

 

Christopher Boorse (University of Delaware)  
RRReeeccceeennnttt   AAAccccccooouuunnntttsss   ooofff   HHHeeeaaalllttthhh   

 

Alfonso Gomez-Lobo (Georgetown University)  
SSSooorrrtttaaalllsss   aaannnddd   BBBeeegggiiinnnnnniiinnngggsss   

 

John Martin Fischer (University of California at Riverside)  
TTThhheee   MMMeeetttaaappphhhyyysssiiicccsss   ooofff   DDDeeeaaattthhh   

 

Jeff McMahan (Rutgers University) 
BBBrrraaaiiinnn   DDDeeeaaattthhh:::   TTThhheee   AAArrrggguuummmeeennnttt   fffrrrooommm   IIInnnttteeegggrrraaattteeeddd   FFFuuunnnccctttiiiooonnniiinnnggg   

 
A full program is available at: 

http://www.ontology.buffalo.edu/medicine_and_metaphysics/ 
 

Registration prior to November 1 is free. 
For further information, please contact: Barry Smith at phismith@buffalo.edu 
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