





imprinted on the memory and whose parts stand in a certain stereotypical
relation to the objects of presentation to be retained in memory.

Consider for example the often cited phrase, easily accepted by the ear:
'Kilometertal, Euer Urpokal’, where the first two syllables are readily
associated with the name Klio, and every fol lowing syllableisidentical
with thefirst syllable of the name of one ofthe nine muses.

Belief in Gestalt qualities also forms the basis of my Kosmogonie. In
order to understand the point of view of the latter, it is necessary to
distinguish higher and lower Gestalten from each other.

Every determinate body has some kind of Gestalt. He who compares

the Gestalt of aclod of earth or of a heap of stones with the Gestalten of
say a swallow will however at once have to admit that the tulip, or the
swallow, has realized the particular genus Gestalt to a greater degree than
have the clod or the heap. In like manner, all visible objects have some
kind of colour. Still, every unprejudiced person will agree that a brilliant
red is colour to a greater degree than, say, grey. But in order to
characterize this being colour to a greater degree [M ehr-F arbensein ],
there is nothing to which we can point except the visual impression; being
of higher as opposed to lower Gestalt, however, can be determined very
well by distinguishing marks. Higher Gestalten are those in which the
product of the unity of the whole and the multiciplicity of the partsis
greater. To give the simplest possible examples: if in regular polygons all
possible diagonals are drawn, Gestalten of approximately similar unity
are produced. If we begin with the square and advance to the pentagon,
we obtain figures which qualify as higher and lower Gestalten in
proportion to the number of their parts. If however we begin for instance
with an irregular polygon, e.g. an octagon, and construct a series of
polygons which approximate more and more closely to aregularoctagon,
the Gestalten of these polygons with their diagonals will become higher,
the closer the irregular ones approach to the regular.



